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¢ Bring a friend!

Dear Fellow Paddlers,

't 0s
time with lots going on
at NTRR.

Last month, nine mem-
bers enjoyed a 7 -day
trip to Mi
rent River led by Laurie
Patterson while NTRR
members participated

in and won in the Dallas
Downriver CI
nual Trinity River Chal-

lenge Race.
A great river cleanup

occurred in Grand
Prairie.

New friends came to a
wonderful meeting in
October where we
were privileged to
have a presentation by

been an

ssouri1 os

November 2008

Trinity River at River
Legacy Park

Cur -
David & Trevor Morring
on all things Canadian.

Monthly pool practices
at the Kirby Creek Nata-
YoPiutnare Relbing some
with their rolls.

On November
be assisting in officially
opening a new canoe
launch with the Arling-
ton River Legacy Foun-
dation, which expects
150 invitees to attend.

Our officers met, held
productive discussions

November Meeting at Lake Arlington

The next NTRR meeting will
be Tuesday, November 18 at

7:00 pm in the Lake Arling-
ton Meeting Room _ at Simp-
son Park. This is a white
building on the left where

Arkansas Lane ends at the
boat ramp.

Program

Our program features two

The Prairie Dog Compan/'oI?.'

Newsletter of the North Texas River Runr ers

Cb@ Uorrdin@McPhee

and performed some
officious duties.

Plus many more
things: members are
paddling new streams
& creeks and introduc-
ing more folks to our
sport.

All'in all, this has been
a fun and progressive
month.

| hope you personally

have been enjoying

Yot o Raddlg.

and participating in

some of these events.

To paraphrase Ronnie:

Ofere is notghi n
half so much worth do-

ing as simply messing

about in boats!

photo and video presen-
tations of exotic travels
by NTRR members in

Continued on page 2


http://www.luv2paddle.com/cgi-bin/forums/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=7631
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Page 2 The Prairie Dog Companion:

November Program (continued)

1470 AD.

Brazil 6slguaza s s i
Falls will be presented

Maccu Pichu, Peru

South America. Ruth
Geer will discuss her trip
to Peru, including Maccu
Pichu, a city of approxi-
mately 200 buildings built
high in the Andes Moun-
tains between 1460 and
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by John Simmons.
Consisting of about 270
discrete waterfalls on the

Iguazu River between
Brazil and Argentina,it
has the greatest average
annual flow of any water-
fall in the world.

These falls are shared by
the Iguazu National Park
(Argentina) and Iguacu
National Park (Brazil),
which have been desig-
nated UNESCO World
Heritage Sites in 1984 and
1986, respectively.

Current River Trip Report: October 7

A 13, 2008

0The Curre
River was a
wonderful river
that we all hope
to visit

%3'{/ Roger Ballou

Fearless paddlers on this
trip were Laurie Patterson

a dosr mest exeellent and ap-
preciated Organizer),
Weldon Sanders, Larry
Lewis, Allen Harrison, Jean
Muncrief, Jea
Muncrief, Ina Klune and
Roger Ballou.

We met at
before dawn on Tuesday,
transferred four canoes and
two kayaks to a trailer then
loaded all gear and pad-

dl ers into We
sized pickup and Alan &
Jeands car.

uneventful drive of about
600 miles to Big Spring, Mis-
souri where we set up camp
and had supper in a rain
that pretty much stopped
before we were snug in our
tents for the night.

Our first day of paddling

Al |l en

nods

egan_by hooking up with two

I ddks? rie%éfhg%rgahged to
shuttle us, our boats and gear

I to Ve Pk -in At AkefS, BiSout a
75 mile drive. From there, the
shuttle folks returned our vehi-
cles back to the take -out at Big
Spring where we would meet
them on Sunday evening when
we planned to be off the river.

No rain for the entire trip, just
beautiful sunny days with some

partial cloud cover during
the last of five days on the
river. However, the nights
gave us a heavy coat of dew
and early morning fog,
which burned off with the
rising of the sun giving us
virtually unlimited visibility.
Consequently, the tents
were packed wet every
morning.

Continued on page 3
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Weldon got some excellent time lapse
photographs of a sunrise on a foggy
morning.

Foliage maps | found searching
Google indicated that the best colors
would come in late October. Although
we were a little early, the leaves were
already beginning to change and oc-
casionally we would see beautiful red,
orange or yellow trees.

We got on the water about 11:30 a.m.
due to time involved in doing the shut-
tle. After paddling easy 9 or so miles,
we pulled out in late afternoon with
plenty of time to have supper and set
up for the night before dark.

The main first day learning experience fell to Roger, who did a perfect half  -roll after letting the fast -moving current of a rap id
push him into the bank. Quickly out of his Wilderness Systems Tempest 170 sea kayak, he recovered his paddle from a small
strainer and his hat further downstream. Damage was limited to a digital camera which was subsequently replaced after get-

ting home with a new waterproof Olympus 830 SX from eBay. The lesson learned was to keep your bow pointed away from the
bank when entering a turn in that faster moving current so power strokes can put the boat in the right place without having t o]
overturn. Roger seemed to learn the lesson well and never dumped again for the rest of the trip.

Springs provide the Current Riverds primary source of water an:i
although we never took any planned swim breaks. We guessed that the river was running about two miles per hour. Periodi-
cally we passed small streams coming into the Current River that were actually springs

On the first day we stopped at Cave Spring, which was large enough for all
of us to paddle in. Pretty cool place to be. The second day we stopped at
Pullitie Spring on river right where we pulled our boats up on shore and
took a quarter - mile hike to the beautiful spring with tall rock wall behind

it. Water was a gorgeous blue and we observed the spring water coming
gently to the surface then heading downstream. Adjacent to the spring was
a large cabin, that appears to have been abandoned for years, but had a
sign indicating that it would be restored.

A kind of fun spring for us was immediately adjacent to the river on the
right. Its water cascaded down a slight incline with enough depth that
Roger and John got their kayaks into the spring where they played around
for 10 or so minutes before riding the current out.

Blue Spring on river left had signage indicating it was the 8 ™ largest spring

in Missouri and put out 37 million gallons per day. We walked another quarter  -mile trail to the spring that appeared about 50

feet across. This also was set against a tall stone wall. Divers were there both in the water and on the surface. We learn ed that

the underground source was down the rock facethena90 -degree turn into the horizontal wher
1800 feet according to one of the divers. A pretty good stream was coming down to the river as you can well imagine from

such a high flow.

River water was very clear the whole route and the bottom could be observed down to at least ten feet as we paddled along
between pools and rapids. Most of the river bottom was rock with very little sand. Only occasionally would we see a few fis h.
Larry observed that each time we passed a spring the water seemed to get a little clearer until rain runoff clouded it up a | ittle
further down stream.

Continued on page 4



