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Commodore’s Column

Bringing the New Year In Right

Happy New Y ear, everyone! | hope everyone had a fantastic holiday season. We've had alot of exciting activities going on
since the last newsletter came out. First, we had our annual Holiday Party hosted this year by the lovely and talented Barb
Cutter and her husband Mike. They did agreat job putting together some entertaining and interactive games for the group, and
the food was delicious! Barb should seriously consider some sort of catering or chef career. There were so many delicious
dishesto choose from that | decided to conduct an impromptu taste test. My personal favorite was the crab dish, but other
“tasters’ soon joined my test and several favorites emerged. We also had the White Elephant Gift exchange, and thiswas a
pretty mild year asfar as“ stealing” was concerned. The most hilarious gift wasthe“YES MAN” who quipped phrases that
any employer would love to hear: “You are absolutely right!” “I couldn’t agree with you more!” etc. Too many people for me
tolist (or count) attended, and everyone seemed to have agood time.

Second, our own club member, Kathy Cash got on the evening news by running one of the first newly designed whitewater
“drops’ on the Trinity River. Dave Holl was also there and tried to roll his kayak in a Santa suit making for alovely wet exit
onthe news. Hey, youtry rolling a kayak with a 50-pound beard! Way to go Dave and Kathy! Eric Vanderbeck and Curtis
Boerner were also there running the dam, but | don’t know if they made the news or not.

Third, Margaret Thompson, one of our activity chairs, was kind enough to host the NTRR permit party. | have now officially

declared her to be the “hostest with the mostest”, but | don’t think she wantsthetitle. We had 15 people show up for the party
and submit permits for variousrivers across the United States. Hopefully, we'll actually get some permits again this year and

have some more fun river trips for club members.

Finally, paddling.net sent me an entire box of 2004 paddling calendars (free of charge) to distribute to club members. | gave
them all away at the January meeting, so check with your friends to see if they grabbed an extra one for you!

| also want to take this opportunity to thank all the officers for the fantastic job they’ ve done to date. Dave hasjust done atre-
mendous job of lining up programs (I hear he still has room for some suggestions), and Patsy and Margaret have really been
working hard to get some club activitiestogether. The newsletter and the website are really drawing peoplein to the meetings
(thanksto Tyler and Ted), and of course, Barb and Curtis’ reports add a great deal of interest and flavor to the meetings. Last,
but not |east, Beth has done aterrific job of keeping track of membership and getting newsl etters mailed, and Brent keeps do-
ing asuper job of finding raffle items and keeping track of the money.

The officers still need help from club members! If you have a program, an activity, atrip report, picturesyou’d like to share,
an ideafor araffle item, or a suggestion for a safety/environment report, PLEA SE share that information with an officer!
We' d love the help and the new ideas!

Seeyou on theriver,
Diana
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Paddling in Paradise or Forays in a Foreign
Language

Barbara Cutter

It is serious business. The hoe uli calls out “Hoe Haupai!” We respond with near
military precision; we alternately arrange our paddles on opposite sides of the ca-
noe and reach to the catch position. “Huki!” she shouts. That is the signal to pull
forward and we strain together to move our 400 pound, six-person, Hawaiian Out-
rigger canoe out through the surf, across the clear turquoise reef and into the ce-
rulean waters off Maui.

It is Wednesday morning at 10 AM when | join local paddlers and members of the
Lahaina Canoe Club. From under the palms and down to the water on Hanakao’o
Beach on West Maui we all carry our 45 foot long canoe that is 2 feet deep, only
18 inches wide and sports an ama or outrigger float. Historically these boats are
made of precious indigenous Koa wood. Ours is made of fiberglass and painted in
traditional colors of the Hawaiian royalty, red and yellow. The bow paddler and the
revered stern paddler (hoe uli) steady the boat in waist deep water while the rest
of us (hoe wa’a) climb aboard. So far it is like a normal work out or competition
day but today our mission to watch for whales.

Off we go. It is the responsibility of the hoe wa’a in position #3 (that's me!) to call
for paddle switches. Here in Texas in a USCA race the stern paddler calls “hut” at
the catch of a stoke and we switch paddling sides on the recovery of that stroke.
In the Islands | soon learn there is a different cadence. After the 14" stroke | calll
out “Hut!” (Funny, | wonder why this is not Hawaiian.) then on the next stroke all
paddlers respond with a deep echo, “Hu!” (pronounced who). Now on the NEXT
stroke we all switch sides and | begin counting again.

Out we travel, over the swells of the glassy sea until the hoe uli commands
“Lawa!” Blessedly | learn that this means stop or rest. | look around amazed. Maui
is miles behind me, ahead is Lanai — the pineapple island, off to the right Molokai
famous for it's old leper colony and just to the left is Kahoolawe that the US mili-
tary used for target practice for years and years. We just sit, some swim, while the
canoe bobs and we wait for nearby blows and breaches of the seasonal Hump-
backs. Today they are only seen off in the distance, too far to reach quickly by ca-
noe. It's time to turn back to our beach. | am not disappointed. I've seen a lot of
whales but this is my first outrigger experience. Again the tight team stokes to-
gether. Beautiful bent shaft wide koa blades pierce the water. Muscled bronzed
backs lean forward, rotate and pull. The results seem effortless. Being a part of
this tight team is exhilarating. | want more.

There is a new outrigger club in Austin. They practice on Town Lake. The Texas
outrigger canoe club practices in Surfside. | may send each an email. If they need
a new hoe wa’a this wahine is willing.
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NTRR Officer
Contact Information

COMMODORE
Diana McCown

Home: 972-434-1854
Cell:. 972-824-7403
Email: Gigix|13@msn.com

VICE- COMMODORE

Dave Holl

Home: 972-412-7691 .
E-mail: daveholl@concentric.net
SECRETARY

Beth Barber

Home: 817-246-7612
TREASURER

Brent Smith

Home: 214-729-0875

Email: B-Smith1l@raytheon.com
SAFETY

Curtis Boerner

Home: 817-468-8832
ENVIRONMENTAL

Barbara Cutter

Home: 817-354-6853

Email: cutter_aquatics@msn.com
ACTIVITIES

Margaret Thompson

Email: whitewatersolo@iglide.net
And Patsy Gomez

Home: 817-658-3073

Email: gscpatsy@aol.com
WEBMASTER

Ted Drake

Home: 817-795-3406

Email: Tdrake410@yahoo.com.
NEWSLETTER

Tyler Bennett

Home: 817-431-5099
Email: GMChighriderO1@aol.com

1 0.0.90.0.8.0.0.9.0.9.6.6 1

To submit items for
the classified ads, or
any information that

might benefit the
ncwsletter and the
Club,
please email
GMChigh-
tider0l @aol.com
by the 10th of
the month.
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3 Just a Reminder: If

¥ you have not already

¢ renewed your mem-

3 bership in North Texas
¥ River Runners, now is
s the time. Mail your

¥ membership form and
3 dues ($15 for the year)
¥ to the NTRR post of-
zfice box or turn it in at
v the meeting Tuesday,
: February 24. Hope to

¥ See you there.
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Program for this month
Bill Anton from Moun-
tain Sports will be giv-
ing a presentation on
new products for pad-
dling and camping. Be
sure to come to the
meeting this month to
see what is new!

Treasurer’'s Report

February

Income Statement

Income:
Membership (13):

Raffle/ T Shirt Proceeds(Jan+Mar):

Expense:
Raffle Prizes
Office Supplies/ Newsletters
Post Office Annul fee
Bank Fees

Net Income :

Bank Reconciliation

Prior Month Ending Balance:
Deposits
Checks
Bank Fees
January Ending Balance
Feb. Pending Deposit
Pending Checks
Available Cash Balance

Balance Sheet

Assets: $3,001.88
Ending Bank Balance w Deposit
Petty Cash (Raffle Change):

Raffle Prizes (Estimated)

Liabilities: $64.60

Equity: $2,037.28

$ 195.00

$  85.00

$ 280.00

$ 0.00
$  64.60
$ 0.00
$ 2.50
$  67.10
$  212.90
$ 2,486.98
$  242.00
$ 0.0
$ (2,50
$ 2,726.48
$ 280.00
$  (64.60)
$ 2,941.88
$ 2,041.88

$  10.00

$  50.00
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Do you have Permission?

Interested in seeing some new river scenery in some different parts of the country?
@ You might_ want to consid(_er applying for some riv_er permits. Applications are u_sually
. \. due early in the year, but if you are too late for this year, you can always get a jump-
@ start on 2005. The rules for river permit application vary from river to river, but we
h \, thought we’d give a few numbers/web sites to get you started! Some river permits
@ applications may be requested and then copied for others to apply, and some appli-
==} cations must be on an original form.
®

@ Here’s some information from Weldon Sanders regarding permit applications for

,/\ some Westernrivers:

J

O Application permits for the Green River, Lodore Canyon are available on the
Web: www.nps.gov/dino/river/RiverDoc/O4application.html You can also call
970-374-2468 to request an application.

Permits for Green River, Desolation Canyon/Gray Canyon must be originals.

BLM (Bureau of Land Management) will not send multiple applications except
to members of the same household. Call 435-636-3622. www.blm.gov/utah/

price/

Permits for the San Juan River must be original. The office is open only in the
mornings. Leave a message at 435-587-1544 to request an application.
www.blm.gov/utah/monticello/river.htm

) O Permits for the Chama River must be original. Call 505-751-4731.
@ O Permits for the Snake, Selway, and Salmon Rivers are available on the Web.

@ For links to the rivers, see Rich Grayson’s web page at www.rivergeek.com. You
n may also want to visit the River Management Society Web site at
A www.river-management.org.
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NORTH TEXAS RIVER RUNNERS
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME

ADDRESS (Street)

(City) (State) (Zip)

PHONE: (Home) (Work)

E-MAIL ~ OK to publishin clubroster?YeS(_)NO(_)

PLEASE FILL IN THE APPROPRIATE BLANKS:
NEW MEMBER RENEWAL ADDRESSCHANGE - Yes(_ )NO(_ )
| WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE NEWSLETTER ON-LINE - Yes(_ )NO(_ )

I'D LIKE TO BE NOTIFIED OF CLINICS & EVENTS BY E-MAIL - Yes(_ )NO(_ )
RENEWAL DATE: DATE PAID: DUES ENCLOSED($15.00)

l , desiring to join my fellow paddlersin the NORTH TEXAS RIVER RUN-
NERS do hereby declare that | fully understand and accept the following facts of life on theriver:
Canoeing, kayaking and rafting, particularly on whitewater rivers, exposes participantsto various safety haz-
ards.
No one but myself is responsible for my safety when | choose to challenge my capabilities by running a particular
river or a particular rapid.
| expect to assist my fellow paddlersto the best of my own personal skill and ability if they appear to need such
assistance, but only so long as| can do so without significant danger to myself. | further understand that this
does not imply any LEGAL duty for me to do so, nor for anyone elseto render such assistance to me.

Now, therefore, intending to be legally bound, | HEREBY WAIVE, FOR MYSELF AND FOR ANYONE EL SE
CLAIMING THROUGH ME, MY RIGHT TO SUE THE NORTH TEXAS RIVER RUNNERS, ITS OFFICERS,
TRIP COORDINATORS OR LEADERS, OR ANY OF MY FELLOW PADDLERS, FOR ANY INJURIESTO MY
PERSON OR MY EQUIPMENT WHICH MAY OCCUR DURING, IN PREPARATION FOR, OR IN TRANSIT
TO A NORTH TEXASRIVER RUNNERS OUTING. THISWAIVER APPLIESTO ANY NEGLIGENT ACT OR
OMISSION, AND TO ANY INTENTIONAL ACT INTENDED TO PROMOTE MY SAFETY OR WELL BEING.
Thiswaiver isgiven in theinterest of permitting the North Texasriver Runnersto exist and to serve the paddling
community, and to enable myself and my fellow paddlersto feel freeto donatetheir servicesto improve the sport and
to help in training those less skilled than our selves without fear of liability.

MY WAIVER ISGIVEN IN EXCHANGE FOR SIMILAR WAIVERS TO BE GRANTED ON MY BEHALF BY
OTHER MEMBERS OF THE NORTH TEXAS RIVER RUNNERS.

Signed: this day of , 2004.

Please mail completed application by January 15, 2004 to:
NTRR PO Box 1284 Bedford, TX 76095-1284
Meetings held 7 to 9 pm the last Tuesday of each month at Spring Creek BBQ ~ Bedford, TX



TheNorth Texas River Runners
P.O.Box 1284
Bedford, TX 76095-1284

Home of the Prairie Dog Surfing Society
“If we're not in the hole, we’re sitting right beside it.”

If you would like to receive the Newsletter by email, please
contact: Tyler Bennett @ GMChighriderO1@aol.com
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Spring Creek Barbecue
1509 Airport Freeway
North-West Corner of Forest & 183
817-545-0184



